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In response to the Written Opinion by the International Preliminary Examining 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 21, and 22 have been withdrawn from this application, and new 
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According to the Written Opinion, claims 1, 2, 6, 21 lack novelty under PCT 
Aritcle 33(2) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,806,044 to Powell. New independent 
claim 23 includes the following limitations: 

a. ) a host system located remote from the vendor location; 

b. ) information about discounts maintained in the host system 

apparatus for ascertaining applicable discoxmts for a particular; 

c. ) apparatus for ascertaining applicable discoimts for a particular 

consumer/vendor transaction; 

d. ) means apart from the magnetic strip card for applying any 

applicable discounts to the transaction. 

Powell has no teaching or suggestion of a host system remote from a vendor 
location that can be in communication with apparatus at the vendor location. 

Powell has no teaching or suggestions of using apparatus (which is not the 
magnetic card strip) to ascertain applicable discount(s) and to apply applicable discount(s) to 
the transaction. Powell requires that the coupon data be encoded onto a card and that card 
must be presented at the vendor location. In a system according to the present invention 
discount data is not encoded not a card; rather the discount information is maintained in and 
accessible at the host system remote from the vendor location. Powell respectfiiUy submits 
that the claims submitted here define subject matter new and patentable with respect to the 
Powell reference. 

AMENDMENT 

The Written Opinion indicates that claims 1, 2, 6, 21, and 22 lack novelty and 
inventive step. By this amendment, these claims have been withdrawn from this application, 
and new claims 23-41 have been added to this application. Claims 3, 7, and 12 have been 
amended to place these claims in independent form. To accomplish these changes, please 
replace pages 39-42 of the application with the enclosed replacement sheets (pages 39-42/4). 
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What is claimed^^^ 

CLAIMS: 

3. A business system comprising 

a magnetic strip card with consumer identifying information encoded 
5 thereon said information identifying a consumer desiring to conduct a transaction with 

a vendor, 

a host system that maintains information about discounts from said 

vendor, 

an apparatus for reading information on the magnetic strip card, said 
10 apparatus interconnected with and in communication with the host system, and 

means for applying any appHcable discount related to said transaction for 
the benefit of said consumer, 

wherein the apparatus for reading the information is located at a location 
of the consumer. 



4. The system of claim 3 further comprising 

a computer at the location of the consumer for the consumer to 
communicate with the host system. 



20 5. The system of claim 4 further comprising 

means for automatically downloading information to the computer 
without a request from the consumer. 

7. A business system comprising 
25 a magnetic strip card with consumer identifying information encoded 

thereon said information identifying a consumer desiring to conduct a transaction with 
a vendor, 

a host system that maintains information about discounts from said 

vendor, 

30 an apparatus for reading information on the magnetic strip card, said 

apparatus interconnected with and in communication with the host system, 

means for applying any appUcable discount related to said transaction for 
the benefit of said consumer. 
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at the host system for receivingi 




the vendor transaction 



information about said transaction, 

means at the host system for storing said transaction information, and 
means for calculating a future discount for the consumer based on the 

transaction information. 



means for providing the consumer with information about the future 

discount. 



means for calculating an amount of a retirement account contribution for 
a consumer based on the transaction information. 

10. The system of claim 9 further comprising 

means for making a contribution to a retirement account of the consumer 
based on the calculated amount. 

1 1 . The system of claim 4 further comprising 

means for providing the consumer with a physical coupon for use in a 
transaction with the vendor. 

12. A business system comprising 

a magnetic strip card with consumer identifying information encoded 
thereon said information identifying a consumer desiring to conduct a transaction with 
a vendor, 



8. 



The system of claim 7 further comprising 



9. 



The system of claim 7 further comprising 



a host system that maintains information about discounts from said 



vendor. 



an apparatus for reading information on the magnetic strip card, said 
apparatus interconnected with and in communication with the host system, 

means for applying any applicable discount related to said transaction for 
the benefit of said consumer, and 

means for determining a pertinent geographic area for the consumer. 
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13. 



The systf 




claim 12 further comprising 




means for displaying for the consumer information about the vendor for 
the determined pertinent geographic area. 

14. The system' of claim 12 further comprising 

means for displaying for the consumer information about a desired 
product or service available in the pertinent geographic area. 

15. The system of claim 12 further comprising 

means for automatically determining the pertinent geographic area based 
on information about a consumer. 

16. The system of claim 15 wherein the information about the consumer includes a 
phone number used by the consumer to contact the host system. 

17. The system of claim 4 wherein the consumer uses the Internet global 
communications system to contact the host system. 

18. The system of claim 4 further comprising 

means for automatically dovraloading to the computer information about 
a vendor without a request from the consumer. 

19. A business system comprising 

a magnetic strip card with consumer identifying information encoded 
thereon said information identifying a consumer desiring to conduct a transaction with 
a vendor. 




41 



i|^|^^s for automatically downloading ^j^ma 



lation to the computer 
without a request from the consumer, 

means at the host system for receiving from the vendor transaction 
infomiation about said transaction, 

means at the host system for storing said transaction information, 
means for calculating an amount of a retirement account contribution for 
a consumer based on the transaction information, 

means for determining a pertinent geographic area for the consimier, and 
means for automatically determining the pertinent geographic area based 
on information about a consumer to contact the host system. 



23. A business system comprising 

a magnetic strip card with consumer identifying information encoded 
thereon said information identifying a consumer desiring to conduct a transaction with 
a vendor at a vendor location, 

a host system remote from the vendor location that maintains information 
about discount from said vendor, 

an apparatus for reading the consumer identifying information on the 
magnetic strip card, said apparatus interconnected with an in communication with the 
host system for ascertaining any applicable discount of said discounts, and 

means apart from the magnetic strip card for applying any applicable 
discount of said discounts related to said transaction at the vendor location for the benefit 
of said consunier. 

24. The system of claim 23 wherein the apparatus for reading the information is 
located at a location of the vendor. 



25. The system of claim 23 wherein the apparatus for reading the information is 
located at a location of the consumer. 

26. The system of claim 25 further comprising 

a computer at the location of the consumer for the consumer to 
communicate with the host system. 
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27. 



The systi 




claim 26 further comprising 




means for automatically downloading information to the computer without 
a request from the consumer. 

28. The system of claim 23 further comprising 

means at the host system for receiving from the vendor transaction 
information about said transaction, and 

means at the host system for storing said transaction information. 

29. The system of claim 28 further comprising 

means for calculating a future discount for the consumer based on the 
transaction information. 

30. The system of claim 29 further comprising 

means for providing the consumer with information about the future 

discount. 

3 1 . The system of claim 29 further comprising 

means for calculating an amount of a retirement account contribution for 
a consumer based on the transaction information, 

32. The system of claim 3 1 further comprising 

means for making a contribution to a retirement account of the consumer 
based on the calculated amount. 

33. The system of claim 26 further comprising 

means for providing the consumer with a physical coupon for use in a 
transaction with the vendor. 

34. The system of claim 23 further comprising 

means for determining a pertinent geographic area for the consumer. 
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35. 



The syst< 




claim 34 further comprising 




means for displaying for the consumer infomiation about the vendor for 
the detemiined pertinent geographic area. 

36. The system of claim 34 further comprising 

means for displaying for the consumer information about a desired product 
or service available in the pertinent geographic area. 

37. The system of claim 34 further comprising 

means for automatically determining the pertinent geographic area based 
on information about a consumer. 

38. The system of claim 37 wherein the information about the consumer includes a 
phone number used by the consumer to contact the host system. 

39. The system of claim 26 wherein the consumer uses the Internet global 
commimications system to contact the host system. 

40. The system of claim 26 further comprising 

means for automatically downloading to the computer information about 
a vendor without a request from the consumer. 

41. A business system comprising 



thereon said information identifying a consumer desiring to conduct a transaction with 
a vendor at a vendor location, 

a host system remote from the vendor location that maintains information 
about discounts from said vendor, 

an apparatus for reading the consumer identifying information on the 
magnetic strip card, said apparatus interconnected with and in conmiunication with the 
host system for ascertaining any applicable discount of said discounts, 

means apart from the magnetic strip card for applying any applicable 
discount of said discounts related to said transaction at the vendor location for the benefit 
of said consumer. 



a magnetic strip card with consumer identifying information encoded 
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a^j^puter at the location of the co^Jjj^er for the consumer to 
communicate with the host system, 

means for automatically downloading information to the computer without 
a request from the consumer, 

means at the host system for receiving from the vendor transaction 
information about said transaction, 

means at the host system for storing said transaction information, 

means for calculating an amount of a retirement account contribution for 
a consumer based on the transaction information, 

means for determining a pertinent geographic area for the consumer, and 

means for automatically determining the pertinent geographic area based 
on information about a consumer to contact the host system. 
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